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The Effect of Multisensory Instruction on Japanese
Elementary School Children Including Learners
with Special Needs
特別支援学級児童を含む日本の小学児童における多感覚教育の効果について
Corazon T. KATO
Research utilizing a Multisensory Instructional approach is explored to examine its effectiveness in
teaching English as a Foreign Language to elementary school children, between 6 and12 years of age,
including learners diagnosed with special needs. Results revealed that the Multisensory approach was
beneficial to both groups in areas of language support. Children without diagnosed special needs who
received multisensory instruction exhibited significant and continuous improvement in speaking and
listening skills, in addition to tangible progress in skills leading to improvement in reading and writing.
Learners diagnosed with special needs displayed spontaneous and active participation resulting to
increased motivation and interest in learning. In addition, songs and audio stories enhanced vocabulary
recall among children with special needs. This study highlights the effects of multisensory instruction
among Japanese elementary school children, including learners with special needs.
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